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Civil Protection
Activity carried out by the State, by the Regions, by the local 
authorities, by every citizen and by public and private 
companies, with the aim of preventing collective risks 
associated with major accidents, emergencies and 
disasters, attenuating its effects, protecting people and 
the environment and assisting those in danger  

(in: Lei de Bases de Proteção Civil - Lei 27/2006) 
!

Principles 
!

PRIORITY * PREVENTION * PRECAUTION 
SUBSIDIARITY * COOPERATION * COORDINATION 

UNIQUE COMMAND * INFORMATION 
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ANPC mission 

Plan, coordinate and carry out the civil protection policy, 
namely in what concerns risk prevention and response to 
major accidents and disasters, directing the fire brigades 
activities and performance !
Plan national needs in the framework of civil emergency 
planning towards possible war or crises situations 

(in: Lei Organica da ANPC- Decreto-Lei 73/2013) 
!
!

Objectives 
!

PREVENT * MITIGATE * SUPPORT * RESCUE 
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WHY 
TSUNAMI RISK?
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Tsunami 1755

 Vorstellung von Lisabon vor und in dem erbenden des 1 Novembris 1755
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Tsunami in Portugal
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Preparedness 
!

# risk assessment 
# emergency planning 

# early warning 
# exercises 
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!
!
  
!
• Scientific study 

coordinated by ANPC 
(2007-2009) 
!

!
!

# risk assessment
Estudo do Risco Sismico de de Tsunamis do 
Algarve (ERSTA) 

Download:  
 http://www.prociv.pt/Documents/ERSTA_ANPC.pdf

http://www.prociv.pt/Documents/ERSTA_ANPC.pdf
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ERSTA - Estudo do Risco Sismico e 
de Tsunami do Algarve  
!
• Compilation of a wide range of Technical and Scientific 
outputs resulting from the development of different risk 
studies. 
!
• Development of a based GIS simulator in order to support 
prevention and intervention planning activities 
!

•Supporting the Special Emergency Planning development 
(PEERSTA). 

# risk assessment
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Epicentral map 
1961-2007 (IM)

# risk assessment

Active faults Tsunamigenic regions
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Inundation maps 
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Arrival times
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• National Risk Assessment, based in Risk 
Assessment and Mapping Guidelines for 
Disaster

# risk assessment
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# emergency planning
!
• National level 
• District level 
• Local level
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# emergency planning
!
Plano Nacional de 
Emergência de 
Protecção Civil  
•  National level  
!

• available at 
planos.prociv.pt

http://planos.prociv.pt
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# emergency planning
Plano Especial de 
Emergência de 
Protecção Civil para o 
Risco Sísmico e de 
Tsunamis na Região do 
Algarve 
!
• Regional level 
!
available at 
planos.prociv.pt  

http://planos.prociv.pt
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Setúbal municipality

in: Handbook of Tsunami Hazard and Damage Scenarios

# emergency planning
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# early warning
candidate Tsunami 
Watch Providers 
(TWP), no 
accreditation yet 
!
• CENALT (FR): now 

issuing messages 
for Atlantic 

• IPMA (PT): planning 
issue at short term

NEAMTWS
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NEAMTWS message
# early warning
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ANPC and 
IPMA:  
!

Definition 
and 
consolidation 
of national 
tsunami 
messages 

# early warning
IPMA - national level 
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• The usual tools?

# early warning
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Proposal of  an Alert and Early Warning 
National System based on:  
!

•  sirens 
• protocols with media (TV and radio) 
!

# early warning
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!
!
Challenges:  
 -political decision  
 -implementation on site: who will 
pay? 

# early warning
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# exercises

• Bilateral exercises with CENALT 
• NEAMWave’12 
• NEAMWave’14
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# exercises
NEAMWave’14 Main objectives: 
!
• Test communications from national level to 

municipal level;   
• Test messages perception;  
• Define actions to implement 
• Test international assistance
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Response 
!

# national level 
#international level 
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5 regional commands  
18 district commands  
278 (?) Municipal services  
!
+ 
 
 

 
Regional autonomies  
 
 
 

National authority 
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SIOPS - integrated system for relief 
operations operations system 

Set of structures, rules and procedures. 

Aims to respond to situations of imminent or occurrence of a 
major accident or catastrophe. 

All agents acting at the operational level under a single 
command, in relief operations !

(in: Decreto - Lei 72/2013)
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SIOPS 

Civil Protection Agents
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Maritime Authority
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SIOPS - Alert levels 
!

The relationship between the probability of an harmful 
occurrence and its expected consequences determine the 
activation off a Special Alert Level suitable to relief operations 
response. 

Monitoring phase  
Routine procedures Reinforcement and increase of the relief 

operations forces readiness associated 
with each response mechanisms 

Special Alert levels
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Europe  
Spain (1992 and 2003) 
France (1995 and 2004) 
Russia (1999)

Africa  
 Morocco (1994) 
 Cape Verde (1998) 

 International cooperation 
Bilateral 
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EU 
NATO 
UN 
European Council – Partial Agreement on Major Risks 
!
Ibero-American Association 
OIPC – Civil Protection International Organisation 
Technical International Committee for Fire

 International cooperation 
Multilateral 
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 International cooperation 
Missions 
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Next steps

• NEAMWAve14 exercice (2014)  
• Manual about tsunami risk (2014) 
• Guidelines for evacuation plans (2014) 
• Conclusion of tsunami risk maps for 

mainland coastline (2015)
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Challenges

• An operational national tsunami warning 
centre at short term 

• Issuing tsunami messages with expected 
wave hight 

• Raise awareness of political level/ 
municipalities / population 

• Implement an efective early warning 
system to reach population
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